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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
At the Charis Centre, Jesus Church, Forty Hill, Enfield, EN2 9EU 

1.30pm Saturday 5th November 2016 
 
 

1.   Welcome  
Libby welcomed those present. (There were 24 attendees including Group officers.)  

 

2.   Apologies for Absence 
Apologies for absence had been received from Sue Jacobs, Gail Hunt, Hilary Phillips, and John Owen. 

 

3.   Minutes of the Meeting of 7th November 2015 
The minutes were adopted as a true record. 

 

4.   Matters Arising from the Minutes 
Ramblers Big Pathwatch – this group completed surveys of all the grid squares within the group 
boundaries and the Area were second in the country for percentage completion of the squares. 
Pathwatch is due to be relaunched in about a week. 

 

5.   Reports 
Copies of Officers’ reports were available on the website prior to the meeting and distributed at the 
meeting. Attendees were given time to read the reports and officers took questions. 

5.1  Secretary  
Graham had nothing to add to his report which highlighted, among other items, the success of the 
Social Wednesday Walks, the introduction of the electronic interim newsletters and the training and 
development sessions organised throughout the year. He also thanked Vicki Phillips (who resigned 
from the committee during the year), Libby Martin and Andrew Kilb who are standing down from the 
committee, for all the work they have done. Libby and Andrew have served on the committee for many 
years and their knowledge and experience will be missed. 

5.2 Treasurer  
      Jean advised that it has been a good year financially boosted by funds received from Ramblers 
Holidays and she reminded members to nominate the group quoting reference HF04 when booking. 
The group received £370 in the last 6 months which is allocated to the Social Fund. The committee 
needs to consider how to spend these funds for the benefit of the group members and asked for ideas 
from members for positive expenditure. 

5.3 Membership Secretary  
In Gail’s absence, Libby highlighted that although membership has decreased slightly, our group is 
doing much better than other established groups in the area. Beth advised that our renewal rate is 91% 
which is very good. We continue to work to raise the profile of the group by distributing leaflets and 
manning stands at local fairs and events. 

5.4  Rambles Secretary 
Andrew thanked the leaders and co-ordinators that have supported him over the years. There is a 
good core of leaders but new leaders are always welcome. He also thanked Peter Jenkins for his work 
with the walks library and help preparing the walks programme. Andrew is standing down after 14 
years and Jane Corrigall has now taken over the role. 
 

6.  Thanks to Officers and Committee 
Libby thanked all the committee for their support and hard work during the year. She especially 
thanked Andrew who continued in the role of Rambles Secretary to enable to smooth handover to Jane 
Corrigall. Also a big thank you to Vicki who was on the committee for 4 years and worked hard in the 
role of Publicity Officer promoting the group.  
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Graham, after 2 years as secretary, will stand as Chair and Beth, after a year in the background, will 
stand as Secretary. Gail has efficiently taken over as Membership Secretary and Jane Corrigall has 
gradually taken on the duties of Rambles Secretary over the year. Jane Owen will continue her sterling  
 
work as Half Day Walks co-ordinator. Irene has put in a lot of effort establishing the successful Social 
Walks supported by Wilf Nichols. Ian has been working very hard for a number of years on reclaiming 
rights of way on the Tyttenhanger Estate (Willows Farm) which, hopefully, is nearly resolved. Neil 
continues to produce the newsletter and electronic interim newsletter which are invaluable for 
communicating with members.  Lucy continues to take the minutes and provide invaluable support in 
the background.                                                   

 

7.   Election of Officers and Committee 
Libby invited nominations for posts from the floor. There was one new volunteer – Margaret Hanks who 
was proposed by Libby Martin and seconded by Graham Davis. Libby and Andrew are standing down 
from the committee. 
 
There were no further nominations from the floor. Other committee members were elected unopposed: 
Graham Davis (Chair) Proposed: Ian Hardy Seconded: Beth Houghton 
Beth Houghton (Secretary) Proposed: Jean Scott Seconded: Irene Nichols  
Jean Scott (Treasurer)  Proposed: Neil Branston  Seconded: Peter Chivers 
Gail Hunt (Membership Secretary) Proposed: Graham Davis Seconded: Jane Corrigall 
Jane Corrigall (Rambles Secretary) Proposed: Jean Scott Seconded: Jane Owen 
Jane Owen (Half-day Walks)    Proposed: Beth Houghton  Seconded:  Pat Marshall 
  
Other committee members prepared to stand again were voted in en bloc: 
Proposed:  Libby Martin Seconded:  Graham Davis 
Neil Branston (Newsletter Editor) Lucy Welch (Minute Secretary)       
Ian Hardy (Footpaths & Area Representative)  Irene Nichols (Social Wednesday Walks) 

              

8.   Appointment of Independent Examiner 
       Peter Mellows had been invited, and agreed, to continue. Proposed:  David Wales 
                                   Seconded: Pat Marshall 
 

Libby stood down as Chair and handed over to Graham. Graham thanked Libby and Andrew for the 
fantastic work and support they had given to the group over many years. Fortunately they will both 
continue to lead walks so their knowledge is not totally lost. 

      

9.   Any Other Business 
Ian Hardy advised that a meeting of the group paths subcommittee covering South Herts., Barnet and 
Enfield will be arranged in the near future. Apart from the work on Tyttenhanger Estate mentioned 
previously, Ian also advised that the Inspector of Planning had reached a decision regarding the 
diversion of footpath Shenley 23B, which has been blocked for 30 years, should be open in the next 
two years. 
 
Jane Owen raised an item which had been submitted by a member who felt strongly that walk leaders 
should take names and contact numbers of those on the walks. Central Office recommends taking a 
note of the names of walkers. Some discussion followed and it was felt that it was at the discretion of 
the leader whether to take names but perhaps members should ‘self-help’ by keeping a note of contact 
details of next of kin on them if they felt it was appropriate. 
 
Peter Jenkins expressed disappointment at the low turnout of members at the AGM and thanked the 
committee for their hard work during the year. Peter Chivers mentioned that he felt he had joined a 
progressive group which provided a lot of support to walk leaders and encouragement to members.  
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Graham Davis said that new blood on the committee is always welcome and members can help 
without being on the committee. 
 
Libby advised that the role of Chair and Secretary are vacant at Area level. It has an important function 
in communicating between and supporting groups in the area. 
 

  Graham Davis thanked everyone for coming.  
 
  The meeting closed at 2.25pm and was followed by a talk on “The Battle of Barnet” by Mike Noronha of 

Barnet Museum and light refreshments. 
 
 
 

 
Signed_________________________________________ Date_____________________ 

 
 

Attending: 
Roy Allison   Pat Marshall 
Neil Branston   Tricia Narracott-Wales 
Peter Chivers   Irene Nichols     
Jane Corrigall   Wilf Nichols 
Christine Davis   Jane Owen 
Graham Davis    Freida Rodwell  
Ian Hardy    Jean Scott 
Margaret Hanks   Sandra Taylor  
Beth Houghton   David Wales 
Alan Jacobs   Lucy Welch 
Peter Jenkins 
Andrew Kilb 
Libby Martin 
Adrian McQueen 
     
Members of the Committee in bold 


